
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE 



DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL 



CONDUCTED BY P. DIXON HARDY, M.R.IiA. 



Vot. III. 



FEBRUARY 7, 1835. 



ISo. 136. 




A. Duncan^ Esq. del. 



BALLYMOCN CASTLE, COUNTY OF CARLOW. 



Claytoii, K, 




A. Dim can, Esq. del. 



View of the South-East and South- West sides of the interior of Ballymoon Castle^ County of Carlow, with 

Mount Leinstei: in the distance. 
VOL, III. — no* 52, ■- 249 



250 



THE DUBLIN PEN>IY JOURNAL. 



BALLYMOON CASTLE. 

Ballyittooiy Castle, situated in the f^rishof Duale^ney, 
barony opt E^fOne Bast, and cQunty of Carlow, is suppos^ 
tohave beeh'btrilt about the year 1096. The ruins are very 
spacious. They form a square, ine^yrjng abou^ ope hun- 
dred and twenty feet on each side. It was fornierly sur- 
i^unded by a moat, now almost filled up. The interior 
h^ totally fallen into ruins — some traces of cross.waJls re- 
niaining here and there, and the bases of a few pillars, 
scarcely distinguishable. There are two square towers — 
in tbe south, one, and in the > north, another. The win- 
dows, mere loop hoiesy are in good preservation, about 
five feet in height, four inches broad, and of a crucifix 
form at top. The entrance is on the west, by a cut-stone 
arched gateway»;the upper part of which has fallen from 
its place. The main walls, which are about 31 feet in 
height, ar^ i^t lass than eij^ ftet thick, and are covered 
with earth and grass. ^ The centre appetirs to have been 
at all timei an <!>pen> uhcovered mrea. The architecture 
is of great strength and dutrabilfl^* To the right, on en* 
tering, is a ported arch ; ipildd whic^ and i?i the main 
iifoU, are some atdnestepa leading to a !oop.bole. From this 
circufDstanc^ aome idea may be formed of the extraor- 
dinary solidity of the structure. 

Cromwel)^ Hap&gst other similar depredations, is said 
to have battered il4awQ; althiwgb, trom its low situa- 
tion, and l)^^ ^^iglit| surrotiMui|f, it could never have 
been v^ fc^Dnc^^yfie; to an invading enemy, Sgipe cn- 
riousspeaiacaps 9^armoar, &c., an4a beautiful (|et ^( iia.- 
mond beads fj^J^uat! ftomei years back, in dicing ^9iigs( 
the ruias^ 
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In in^ >i^H^] tft]^ mptJUp, as is spppoeed, by Os«aq« 
about^ ^^394 is th#|Wlavipf passage : *fiut tte 
•"* '"onon, watiiotat <hts bloody bf^tle } ffliTr 
itlonof^#n the precediog May^ hi^ 
l4^S^tr«>Qps, though b« lut a^ 
owfiugbt r^ his body lies interrfd on 
si(|0 of tni^ dreary, mountjm 9f t^lait 
and over a^ag is his name inscribed in^'the Oghani.'* 
- — The Ogham was a character sacred to the Drjii^s, the 
alphabet of which is stiJl preserved. The tomb of Conon 
was discovered in 1785, by the Right Honorable W. B. 
Gonyngharo, in company with Mr, OTIanagan, who was 
sent from Dublin for that purpose, by the Royal Irish 
Academy, The tomb is placed on a kind of tumulus, 
and lies on an eminence above a small lake. This stone 
has long been celebrated in the county of Clare : it is of 
granite ; and the inscrfption is interpreted — ** Beneath 
this flag iaint^red Conon the turbulent and swift-footed.'* 
^lUha mouiitain is in Irish, ** Altoir na Goiene,'* or altar 
df thrtun. The Irish names of places have always sottie 
reference to locality or historical facts ; changing their 
names is therefore injudicious, as it destroys m^ T0€or4» 
of tbe past. 



Saint Piers founded a church and Messed, a veil «| 
I^lanbcris in North Wales. The well now bean bia name, 
and miraculous qualities were attributed to it But l^e 
nost lingular circumstance connected with its foistoij 19 
W^ times, is, that here a largo trout \m continueito 
vjgmvti^ pi twenty years, and become so laniliar, that It 
vBll liMy|^i»rm from tbe hand of a poor wonup^ who 
■l^i tP Ipf adopted that privilege as her own. - 

ON Kmos, 

A/mnifittfi *e igeoimts of Ac heathen mythology, 
BromoM% 9»?Mf ^tim d#vered from the chains by 

^bi^ lui'wiW &«med io Mount^€auca£us for stealing 
filGO. A^ W^^ES Ml, miOiyor %iiowledgment of the 
ffVfWr ifiiJM raci^Ted jfrom Jupiter, made himself of ono 
o( AolOi»ti^ a nii& 19 vhoie collf^ be represented the 
fieure of «« rook whcro JuptM.h^n d^im^d\ or, as 
PUny rentes, set in it a bit of the same rock, and placed 
it on his fitter. But v^c otherwise l^arn that tbe use oi 
rings is.very ancient, and that the Egyptians w^o th^firstja- 
yf^n^n of them, and bad in them the figures of their gods. 



or other hieroglyphics, Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, wore 
a ring, reputed inestimable on account of its agate, tjfhich 
naturally represented an Apollo holding his lyr^ and 
seated in the n^dst of 'tbe MviafS, This king iiavjnj|^en 
conquered by the Romans, they kept his ring in the tem- 
ple of Concord, as the most precious article they had 
belonging to him. It was thought that this ring vaajik 
talisman. Folycrates, king of the isle of Samos, pf>ss$^ 
ed a ring with an invaluable emerald set in it. This king- 
having been during his whole life favoured by fortune, 
was willing to make a visible trial of it, by throwing |his 
ring into the sea; but by a very surprising incid^it,|he 
found the ring in the stomach of a large fish that |ra8 
the next day served at his table. This nng was also^re- 
puted a talisman, and was reposited at Rome in thg rojj^al 
treasuro in the temple of Concord,iwith that of Py^us. 
The Roman kn^hts were distinguished from the semors 
by their gold rings. In the time of the war between^r- 
thage and Rome, Cannibal, as a token of the MgnalTii^ry 
he b%d gained over tho Roman army at Cannae, sent to^r* 
thage three bowels of rings, taken froin tho fingofs^f^^^^ 
nobles and R^mwo knightly m^o were sJain on ^jflleld 
of bittle. Though the first inhabitants of J^^Mid, 
Xraldnd, and Scotland* and the ancient Gauls, n^ci^c- 
cuptoined to wear thehr rings on tho middle $i^^^%se 
at lasl pfevailed among all iiaUons» to place theor %^he 
finger ir^xt to tho littlo o»o of the laft handi #i<^li 
thenco |a» tho Ranie of |inomloiig» or ring fingerVboeai^se, 
as^Ma^robiof In his j^atuji^lia, Appion in h)s ]hf^^h 
and wStiet him Gellino, say^ th^t Uiere is a siiii^ opve, 
acoordifi^ to the opinion of the Egyptians, whlkJ^fTo- 
ceeds from the heart to thl^ finger, Jbomb Hoa fere 
fern^dy worn, and wimU of Anne Bulleii, aw (^ the 
gref$ Q*Neii^ O^riof TyFooe. are r€|ifefei^ nrllifc ^m. 



THB CAppiH AND CUCKOOv 

A cuckoo once, as cuckoos use, 

Went out upon a winter's cruise, 

Return'd with the returning spring — 

The birds abou| him formed a ring. 

As fluttering from his foreign flight. 

They saw him formally alight. 

With pride elate, with travel sti^ 

Upon the top of Dover cliE 

They bid him welcome 'cross the main, 

T* old England safe return'd again ; 

When, eying scornfully the strand, 

** Old England J yes, the land's a land I 

But believe me, gentlemen,** says he, 

** We passage fowl that cross the sea. 

Have vast advantage over ypu, 

That keep your native shores in view. 

The season passed I took a jaunt 

Among the isles of the Levant. 

Then 'twas my chance some weeks to bo 

In that choice garden, Italy : 

But, underneath the ^y*s expanse^ 

No ctimate like the south of France ! 

You're ^eo beard, I dare to swear^ 

How i^^ty ortaloQs are there ; 

'TSs true } and more delicious meat, 

Upon my word, I never eat : 

"rteir eggs are goodr— it was ill lui^^ 

The day I had not ten to suck. ^ "* 

Yct^ notwithstanding, to my go^t. 

The Wrd's the sweetie of the two,** 

Thus prating, mal^rt and loud, 

A dry old chough, among the crowd, 

6|opp'd short his insolent career 

With, ^ What a chattering pie Is here f 

Vou traveU'd, Sir ; I speak to you 

^oVe pas«'d so o)aoy Qomt^m throti^f 

Say, to what purpose is*t you roam, 

And what improvements bring you home ? 

Has Italy, on which you doat, 

Changed your monotony of noteS 



